
  

Important 
Dates 

January 26 - Report 
Cards available 

February 
10- Hudson River 
Eaglefest, Croton 
Point Park, 9 am - 4 
pm 

February 12-
15- Kindergarten 
Registration Week, 
please call to make 
an appointment 

CET Newsletter January 19, 2018 

https://www.chufsd.org/Domain/10  

Message from the Principal, Mrs. Kelly Maloney 

Dear CET Families, 

Our third grade students performed Around the World with CET: Asia last 
week for the student body and their families. Their performance began 
with “Hello Around the World”, a song that includes “hello” in 25 
languages! All students have learned this song in music class and it will be 
sung for every grade level performance with the exception of fourth grade. 
(Fourth grade will continue with their Broadway Kids show!)  To prepare 
for their performance each third grade class selected a country in Asia to 
research using various resources including a 
database,  CultureGrams.  Countries selected were: Japan, 
Turkey,  Kyrgystan, Thailand, Bangladesh, and the Philippines.  Working 
collaboratively, students created maps of their assigned country using 
images they found.  Students also learned a song and dance from their 
country of choice. Using coconut shells, the Glynn students danced to 
Serng Krapo while the Hubbard students impressed us with the Tinikling 
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Dance that required fancy footwork as they jumped over bamboo sticks! 
Using swords (fake!), the More kids demonstrated the Chhau Dance from 
Bangladesh! Mrs. Chousa’s class performed the Japanese Fan Dance, 
Mrs. Sullivan’s class danced the Kyrgystan National Dance, and the 
Reich/Banas students did the Halay Dance from Turkey.  You can see the 
videos of these dances on our Twitter site-#CETElementary!  Kudos to Ms. 
Peters for promoting cultural awareness and empathy through these 
musical performances. 

If you haven’t heard, Drumming for Fitness is taking place this month 
during all physical education and music classes. Using exercise balls, 
buckets, and wooden sticks, students are working out to pop culture 
music! I will be tweeting some videos soon! 

Our PTA Principal’s Coffee last week was well-attended. The topic was on 
Social-Emotional Learning. Mrs Bianchi, Mrs. Woolley, and Mrs. Fitzgerald 
shared the various ways we address the social-emotional needs of our 
students. You can see the presentation on our website. 

As you know we moved to a letter day schedule this year rather than 
a Monday-Friday schedule. The reason for this change was to ensure that 
services and programs were not impacted negatively due to holidays and 
school closings. For example, a lot of holidays tend to fall on 
a Monday and as a result students would miss their special class and/or 
services. With a letter day schedule this is no longer an issue. We pick up 
where we left off.  The tricky part with a letter day schedule is 
remembering what letter day it is!  If you need a reminder, our school 
calendar that is on our web page contains the letter day. When in doubt, 
send your child to school with their sneakers and their library books!   

Report cards will be available in the eSchool Parent Portal on Friday, 
January 26.  If you have any questions related to your child’s report card, 
please contact the teacher directly.  The eSchool Parent Portal also 



contains the results of the Renaissance STAR assessments that have 
been administered this year as well as in prior years. We  use the STAR 
data to help determine if a child needs academic support.  We will be 
making changes to our AIS reading and math groups in February and as a 
result some students will be discontinued while others will be added. We 
will also be reconfiguring enrichment reading and math groups based on 
the STAR data as well as classroom assessments. 

Enjoy the warmer temperature that is heading our way! 

Best, 

Kelly 
 

News from the Assistant Principal, Mrs. Kerri Bianchi 

Winter Weather and Recess 

  Should we have indoor or outdoor recess?  That is a very common 
question during these cold winter months.  We obviously want to get our 
students outside to play as often as possible during the winter but 
sometimes that is just not possible.  I wanted to share some guidelines 
that we use when trying to determine where we are having recess.  The 
first thing we look at is the temperature.  Generally speaking if it is above 
30 degrees we will send the children outside to play.  We also look at the 
wind chill and the “real feel” temperatures when making our decision.  Next 
we look at snow and ice.  If there is significant snowfall or icing conditions 
we will keep the children inside. During indoor recess children spend time 
in their classrooms because the gym is not available during recess 
times.  While in their classrooms children spend time playing indoor 
games, building with blocks or other toys, working on puzzles, coloring or 
reading just to name a few activities.  Fourth grade students are also 
supervised in the fourth grade hallway so that they can socialize with 
friends from other classes.  Due to concerns of frostbite we require 



students to wear long pants and jackets if the temperature is below 40 
degrees.  We acknowledge that the building can be warm even in the 
winter months and do not object to students wearing shorts in the building 
during the winter months.  However, we ask that those children wearing 
shorts to school bring a pair of sweatpants in their book bag to change into 
for outdoor recess.  If the temperature falls below 40 degrees and a child 
does not have sweatpants of their own to wear we will provide a pair from 
the nurse’s office for them to wear.  Safety is always our number one 
concern when it comes to determining if we will have indoor or outdoor 
recess.  If for some reason your child finds it too cold to be outside during 
recess they are always welcome to come into the multipurpose room.  If 
your child has an ongoing or temporary health concern that would prohibit 
them from going outside for recess please contact the nurse’s 
office.  Additionally, PLEASE REMEMBER TO LABEL ALL OF YOUR 
CHILD’S OUTERWEAR.  We have so many unclaimed jackets and 
sweatshirts and we make every attempt to return them to their 
owner.  This task is much easier when the clothing item is labeled.  Thank 
you in advance for your cooperation. 

 

Message from Lauren Fitzgerald, School Psychologist 

A Spirit of Giving Throughout the Year 

With the holiday season coming to an end and New Year’s Resolutions 
already attempted and for some abandoned, it is important to continue the 
spirit of giving throughout the year. Being able to instill kindness, 
thoughtfulness, and a giving spirit within your child does not only happen 
during the holiday season, it is something that must take place all year 
long. Children learn these attributes through modeling and practice from 
the role models in their lives. Some ideas to think about include: 

 Modeling the ideas of caring and sharing with your children—
by displaying respect and acceptance (simple acts of kindness) 
towards your family, friends, and acquaintances teaches your 



child that this is a way to act in order to create successful 
relationships in their lives. You are a very influential person in 
your child’s life and they look to you for guidance in building 
meaningful and long lasting relationships. 

 Volunteering with your children—volunteering is very important 
for so many reasons and being able to volunteer with your child 
only helps to teach them how to be giving and caring individuals. 
This is something that can also be very rewarding for you as a 
parent because you are helping the community while also helping 
build your child’s social awareness. 

 Using your own charitable donations to teach your child how 
to give back—When thinking about the organizations you would 
like to donate to, think about having your child help you with the 
decision making process. This will make the donation something 
your family can view as being important and teaches your child 
the importance of helping others who may be in need. 

During these cold winter months, it may be time to think about activities 
you can do with your child to teach them to have a caring and giving spirit 
throughout the year, which will create lifelong memories for your family. 

 

CET PTA 

Parents as Reading Partners (PARP), promoting literacy and reading as a 
shared experience, is in full swing! These cold and snowy winter days 
provide the perfect setting to snuggle up with your kids and dive into some 
great books (or whatever printed word captures your imagination). Log as 
many minutes as possible from January 20-26, fill out the reading log and 
send it in by January 29. A winner will be selected for each grade based 
on the most minutes read. All time spent reading together counts – 
marveling at a new reader sounding out a simple word, channeling your 
inner voiceover artist with a picture book, taking turns reading aloud with a 



chapter book, silently reading your own selections together, or talking 
about the reading materials. 

You may want to check out books by Sarah Weeks for the competition and 
beyond. She’s written engaging tales for readers of all ages, and will be 
visiting with all CET students on February 7. You can also order 
personalized autographed copies of her books through the PTA – orders 
due by January 24. We’ll be celebrating our love of reading with our kids at 
the PARP Reading Café on February 9 (starting at 6:30 pm), with some 
exciting activities inspired by Weeks’s books – Cheese and Pie for sure! 

While PARP is sure to feed our minds, now is the time to make plans to 
feed our kids lunch too. Online ordering for Session 2 will be available 
soon, with a deadline of February 12. 

To keep up to date about what’s happening with the CET PTA, please Like 
the CET PTA Community on Facebook, visit the website 
at www.cetpta.com, follow us on Twitter with@CET_PTA! or send 
questions to CETPTA@gmail.com 

 

KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION 

Students who reside in Croton and will be 5 years old before December 1, 
2018 are eligible to attend kindergarten, If you are in need of a 
kindergarten registration packet and/or appointment, please contact: 

Gail Anzovino, Secretary to the Principal 

914-271-5184 ext.3212 
 

2018 Experience Science, Technology & Innovation Annual Fair 

Thursday, May 3, 2018 

http://www.cetpta.com/
mailto:CETPTA@gmail.com
tel:(914)%20271-5184


Croton Harmon High School 

5:30 - 7:30 pm 

 
All K-12 students are eligible to participate in many different ways. You 
can create a project or just come to the fair and share your curiosity with 
friends and family. Students can sign up by using our simple student sign 
up form at https://sites.google.com/chufsd.org/experiencescience/home  
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